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Described as the world’s masterpiece, AlUla, in north west Saudi Arabia is not only a cultural and historical 

destination steeped in 200,000 years of human history spanning across the Dadanites to Nabateans, but 

has some of region’s most unique activities and events. AlUla is home to endless bucket-list adventures, 

flourishing ecosystems, stunning scenery, unique accommodation, culinary delights and captivating 

people. 

 

Destination update and news 

 

E-Visas 

Saudi Arabia has a simple and fast e-visa system, making travel to The Kingdom straight forward for all 

international travellers. British passport holders can now also get a visa on arrival. 

 

Flights 

While visitors can still get to AlUla via Jeddah and Riyadh from London with Saudia Airlines, more flight 

connections have been added over the last 12 months.  

 

AlUla became more accessible to visitors from the UK as flynas, one of the Saudi national air carriers and 

leading low-cost airline in the Middle East, included the first ever direct international flight into AlUla 

International Airport in November 2021, taking off from Dubai. Along these lines, flydubai will restart its 

services from Dubai (DXB) to AlUla (ULH) in January and code share with EK. Not only that but further 

international flights have since been added. Since October 2022, flynas introduced a direct flight between 

AlUla and the Egyptian capital, Cairo, which is scheduled every Thursday and Saturday. Last season, a 

direct Saudia flight was also introduced from Paris to AlUla for the months of February and March, with 

other seasonal routes also being considered that will connect key cities with AlUla. 

 

For more information on getting to AlUla, please visit here. 

 

New hotel openings 

 

This year AlUla welcomed the highly anticipated Banyan Tree AlUla, joining Shaden Resort, Sahary Desert 

Camp and Habitas AlUla.  

 

 

https://www.experiencealula.com/
https://www.experiencealula.com/en/plan-your-trip/getting-to-and-around-alula
https://www.experiencealula.com/en/plan-your-trip/where_to_stay/banyan-tree-alula
https://www.experiencealula.com/en/plan-your-trip/where_to_stay/shaden_resort
https://www.experiencealula.com/en/plan-your-trip/where_to_stay/sahary_desert_camp
https://www.experiencealula.com/en/plan-your-trip/where_to_stay/sahary_desert_camp
https://www.ourhabitas.com/alula


 

 

 

 

Banyan Tree AlUla: Opened October 2022 

Banyan Tree has launched its first property in AlUla, the group’s 

debut in the Kingdom. Inspired by the nomadic nature of 

Nabataean architecture, the all-villa, tented resort epitomises 

Banyan Tree’s commitment to local influence. The fundamental 

principles of the resort are designed around three concepts that 

allow guests to immerse themselves in the resort and the 

destination; in-villa, in-valley and en-voyage. Banyan Tree AlUla 

features 82 opulent villas, three mouth-watering gastronomical 

options and an array of wellness experiences. From a luxury private spa, yoga classes and fitness studio, 

guests will be able to relax, rejuvenate and enjoy the unique sanctuary along the cultural oasis. 

www.banyantree.com/en/saudi-arabia/alula  

 

Habitas AlUla 

Set in the ancient oasis of the Ashar Valley, Habitas is an eco 

conscious resort made up of 96 villas, designed with ethically 

sourced organic materials that complement the natural scenery. 

Surrounded by magnificent canyon views and palm groves, this 

unique, immersive hotel promises a stay filled with magical 

moments, offering state-of-the-art amenities, farm-to-table 

culinary delights and complimentary wellness facilities. Habitas 

AlUla is the true embodiment of the brand’s six programming 

pillars: music, wellness, adventure, culture, learning, and culinary, 

all of which are meticulously developed to immerse guests within the region’s authentic culture and natural 

environment.  

www.ourhabitas.com/alula  

 

Caravan by Habitas 

Caravan by Habitas is an immersive glamping experience off-the-

beaten path for visitors seeking adventure, surprise and human 

connection. In the spirit of wandering, Caravan by Habitas homes 

are made up of Airstreams and gathering spaces, echoing the 

lifestyle of the ancient Bedouins who once travelled the arid lands 

of the Arabian Peninsula in caravans. The 22 Caravan by Habitas 

rooms demonstrate Habitas’ sustainable principles and access 

unique locations. With a variety of scenic views, each caravan 

offers a private outdoor deck, an indoor lounge, a stocked 

kitchenette, air conditioning, WiFi, and a private shower and bathroom. Instead of a restaurant, Caravan 

by Habitas has three food trucks that emphasize the brand’s concept of play. Meals can be enjoyed in a 

laid-back dining area designed with a combination of family-style communal tables and cushioned seating. 

www.ourhabitas.com/caravan-alula/  

 

 

Khaybar Volcano Camp,  

A new luxury eco-lodge concept will officially open to visitors on an initial limited duration offer from 

December 1, 2022 to April 2023 in the recently opened up region of Khaybar, Saudi Arabia. Built on the 

landscape of extinct volcanoes, the Khaybar Volcano Camp is situated in one of the most spectacular and 

untouched places on earth. Now being excavated by the world’s leading archaeologists, the discoveries 

http://www.banyantree.com/en/saudi-arabia/alula
https://www.ourhabitas.com/alula
http://www.ourhabitas.com/caravan-alula/


 

of the Khaybar Harrat region are helping to form new theories 

about ancient Arabia and civilisations of the past. The eco-lodge 

has ten luxury tented suites and features exquisitely designed 

interiors which include modern furnishings and bespoke comforts. 

Khaybar Volcano Camp also offers guests upscale details such as 

supremely comfortable beds and luxe amenities. Built 

harmoniously into the dramatic landscape, the color scheme 

compliments the surrounding stark black basalt and white volcanic 

craters. Each room features private wooden decks where guests 

can view the surrounding vistas, epic sunrises, and illuminated evening skies. From luxe accommodations 

to meticulously prepared culinary fare, to inspiring cultural activities, mythical storytelling, evening 

stargazing, wellness programming and superlative excursions like balloon flights, trekking to geological 

wonders and touring the ancient ruins, Khaybar Volcano Camp gifts travelers with an unparalleled 

adventure like no other.  https://www.experiencealula.com/en/alula-moments/ancient-kingdoms-

festival 

 

Cloud7 Residence  

Cloud7 Residence is the first branded lifestyle destination 

for AlUla offering long and short stays in a vibrant 

community style resort. With 150 generously appointed 

rooms at a mid-market rate of circa 900 SAR this residence 

will appeal to both the corporate and leisure segment. 

Designed to attract the film and production industry with 

its generously apportioned apartment rooms. Each room is 

equipped with a lounge area and kitchenette with modern 

bedroom and bathroom facilities. A deck overlooking the 

surrounding red rocks of AlUla offers a convivial opportunity to relax and enjoy the surroundings. The 

grounds include a pool and sports facilities and each of the four zones are designed with a different 

theme including locally sourced art murals. Food trucks and F&B will be available for all day dining. The 

location is just 15 minutes from AlUla International Airport and 15 minutes from AlUla Old Town. 

Available from December 1st.  

 

 

 

 

Sustainability and conservation  

 

In August 2022, the Royal Commission for AlUla (RCU) announced the 

birth of two Arabian leopard cubs, in a milestone moment for RCU’s 

conservation captive-breeding programme at the Arabian Leopard 

Breeding Centre in Taif, Saudi Arabia. The species will eventually be 

reintroduced into the wilderness in the mountains of AlUla as part of 

the conservation initiatives by RCU. There is currently an estimated 

of less than 200 Arabian leopards in the wild after centuries of habitat 

loss and poaching. 

 

The most incredible natural rock and geographical formations in AlUla 

 

https://www.experiencealula.com/en/alula-moments/ancient-kingdoms-festival
https://www.experiencealula.com/en/alula-moments/ancient-kingdoms-festival


 

The desert of AlUla is especially famous for its several geological 

rock formations, formed over millions of years by the hands of the 

best sculptors, the wind and the water, to form natural shapes 

untouched by human hands, and to become exceptional natural 

shapes that are unseen except in this vast natural desert. With the 

contrasts of these colours and the lush green oasis running through 

the middle, it makes AlUla like no other place on earth. 

 

AlUla’s most incredible natural formations include the Elephant 

Rock, the Mushroom Rock, the Fish Rock, the Face Rock, the Arch Rock, the Dancing Rocks, Gharameel 

Desert, AlUla’s volcanoes and Lava Domes and Flows. 

 

New cultural attractions 

 

Wadi AlFann, Valley of Arts  

In June 2022, the Royal Commission for AlUla revealed its plans for Wadi AlFann, meaning ‘Valley of the 

Arts’, an awe-inspiring new global cultural destination for contemporary art, where era-defining works by 

some of the most compelling artists around the world will be permanently placed in the monumental 

landscape of AlUla. 

 

New, large-scale, site-specific commissions by Manal AlDowayan (b. 1973, Saudi Arabia), Agnes Denes (b. 

1931, Hungary), Michael Heizer (b. 1944, USA), Ahmed Mater (b. 1979, Saudi Arabia) and James Turrell (b/ 

1943, USA) will be the first five works to be conceived for Wadi AlFann, a spectacular valley spanning 

approximately 65 square kilometres. These initial five works will be completed and unveiled by 2024, 

marking the start of a continued programme of commissions, with more artists and activities to be 

announced. 

 

AlJadidah, New Town 

AlJadidah, adjacent to the recently re-invigorated AlUla Old Town, 

has been transformed into a pedestrian only art, culture and dining 

destination. The compact and walkable zone, meaning ‘new town’, 

is a must-visit new precinct in AlUla, with a year-round offering of 

art curated attractions, retail boutiques, galleries, entertainment, 

beauty and exciting new eateries.  

 

AlJadidah is centred around five distinct squares: Art Square, 

Gathering Square, Muayada Square, Oasis Square and Qanat 

Square, each with their own unique atmosphere. Centrally located, AlJadidah sits beautifully on the edge 

of the AlUla Oasis and overlooks AlUla Old Town. Boulevards and laneways featuring ornate street lighting 

and colourful iron-patterned doorways, famous in the region. 

 

Outdoor activities in AlUla 

 

AlUla is an outdoor enthusiast’s ultimate playground. There are plenty of activities and attractions 

operating year round, including:  

 

Cycling AlUla 

Book a cycling tour through the canyons and mountains on special desert bikes or hire a bike at the new 

AlUla Bike Hub and explore the new 26km specially designated bike path along one of AlUla’s most scenic 

road. The Bike Hub also offers a café with drinks and refreshments to keep you refuelled for your ride.  

 



 

AlUla’s Zipline 

AlUla’s famous Zipline comes on the top of the summer activities’ list; with a new extension that has just 

been added this year to make this zipline the longest and fastest of its kind in Saudi Arabia. Whether you 

are an adrenaline seeker or just looking for your next adventure, the zipline on Harrat mountain is ‘a must-

do’ when visiting AlUla. 

 

Via Ferrata 

With Via Ferrata, adventurers can test their limits on an aerial challenge up a 200-metre cliff and 

suspended obstacles, which make up the route of this high challenging activity. A safety system allows 

participants to move on ladders and bridge elements while keeping safe and entertained along the route. 

 

Helicopter Tour 

An exhilarating 30-minute helicopter flight, with your captain and personal guide to experience AlUla's 

seven most famous landmarks such as Elephant Rock and UNESCO World Heritage Site, Hegra. 

 

Stargazing  

Enjoy the warmth of a balmy summer evening out in the desert of otherworldly, Gharameel. Sit back and 

relax as your guide offers insights and stories about the galaxies and constellations. The experience is 

inclusive of transport and a Bedouin style traditional dinner.  

 

Abseiling 

The adrenaline rush of abseiling of AlUla’s magnificent mountain landscapes is a not-to-be-missed activity. 

Abseiling in AlUla is for experienced climbers and non-climbers alike. Participants who take part in this 

adventure are secured in a harness, helmet, and gloves and accompanied by an expert guide to ensure 

their safety. 

 

Vintage Land Rover Day Tour 

A journey through the majestic landscape of AlUla, this is a once-in-a-lifetime experience for visitors to 

cruse the ancient Nabataeans desert at Hegra in a renovated vintage Land Rover and observe the secret 

ceremonial chambers and the 110 remarkably well-preserved tombs carved into the sandstone mountains.  

 

UTV Buggy Tours 

An unforgettable UTV buggy experience is nothing short of a wild ride. A great opportunity for visitors to 

see a new side of AlUla as they race across the golden desert and over the high sand dunes.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Ridge Walk 

A 4-km trek offering a daily tour, The Ridge Walk Hike is a relatively easy hiking experience for families 

looking for a little adventure. The guided nature trip will immerse the participants in the desert 

environment, marked by awe-inspiring views of AlUla’s stunning landscape. 

 

Heritage Oasis Trails 

This popular 3km walking track takes visitors from the Orange Path to the Dadan Visitor Centre. Under the 

cooling shade of the palm trees lining the route which passes the ruins of summer farms, visitors should 

stop in at the ‘swing park’ and breathe in the aroma of mint bushes and orange trees. 

 

Heritage Sites 



 

An absolute must for anyone visiting for the first, second or third time – AlUla’s heritage sites from the 

UNESCO World Heritage Site of Hegra, to Dadan and Jabal Ikmah or AlUla Old Town provides a unique 

experience each and every time you visit with different rawis’ offering different perspectives on the deep 

and rich stories from each era. More availability and less crowds during summer mean you will get these 

sites to yourself.  

 

 

New restaurants  

 

In line with the World’s Masterpiece, which aims to attract two million visitors by 2035, AlUla has welcomed 

a growing number of restaurants and hospitality outlets in the last year. From casual to fine dining, here 

are some of AlUla’s new 2022 restaurants. 

 

Entrecôte Café de Paris (from November 2022) 
The sumptuous steak frites of Entrecôte Café de Paris have arrived in AlUla - their world-famous set 
menu and special secret sauce are enhanced by the stunning views from their rooftop restaurant in AlUla 
Old Town. 
 
Café Cova Milano (from December 2022) 
Also coming to Old Town’s buzzing Incense Road, The Caffè Cova is one of Milan, Italy’s oldest pastry 
shops, delicatessens and coffeehouses, today property of the French group Moët Hennessy Louis Vuitton. 
It serves a variety of pastries and cakes – and its famous gelato. 
 
Ninive  
Ninive offers a colourful outdoor option in AlJadidah with a convivial and casual seating in a restaurant 
that serves dishes from all over the Middle East. 
 
Le Grand Venise  
Le Grand Venise is an authentic Italian restaurant with a history of more than 100 years and will join a 
raft of new international restaurants offering an increasing diversity of offers in the exciting Old Town 
precinct.  
 
Takya (from November 2022) 
Takya is an elegant heritage restaurant in Khaybar, serving the most delicious traditional Saudi dishes 
with modern style and artistic touches. The restaurant’s elegance is complemented by modern interior 
design and elegantly integrated Saudi heritage. 
 
Mirzam (from November 2022) 
Mirzam is a casual restaurant that offers an impressive spread of sharing dishes inspired by Saudi Arabia’s 
diverse food culture. 
 
Hattem Mattar 
Hattem Mattar offers an engaging culinary experience by presenting AlUla’s menu with a unique gourmet 
twist using. The restaurant can be found at the heart of AlUla Oasis. 
 
Awna (15 December – 15 March) 
Set against the monumental rock landscape of UNESCO-listed Hegra, world-class chefs will offer a 
culinary experience inspired by Nabataean recipes, bringing visitors a step closer to imagining life in this 
vibrant ancient kingdom. 
 

MYAZU 

Located in the Shaden resort, MYAZU is contemporary culinary art rooted in Japanese culture and blended 

with the most sophisticated international cuisine influences. The restaurant serves modern dishes with the 

finest quality ingredients. The restaurant is set atop a modern architecture and offers a luxurious 

atmosphere. Find this exciting restaurant poolside of the Shaden Resort, with live DJs every Thursday and 

Friday evening. 



 

 

OKTO 

The restaurant set atop the beautiful outlook area of Harrat Uwayrid, serving amazing, authentic Greek 

cuisine at the edge of the earth. Stunning views and delicious food are perfect for sharing with family and 

friends. Nestled within this outlook, OKTO is an upscale, authentic Greek restaurant developed by top-

rated chef, Ntinos Fotinakis. Arrive at OKTO before sundown to soak up the sights and sounds of the golden 

hour at Harrat Viewpoint, when the sky’s orange glow adds a magical touch to everything you see.   

 

TAMA AT HABITAS 

Tama, meaning ‘here and now’ in Aramaic. Located in the Habitas Eco-Resort, Tama is much more than a 

restaurant. It embodies one of Habitas’ core brand experiences, the essence of being present and keeping 

people in the here and now. The menu infuses global and Middle Eastern cuisine, using local, fresh 

ingredients and spices once traded along the incense route, bringing Saudi Arabia’s unique flavours. The 

ingredients in Tama’s menus are sourced from local farms in communities surrounding AlUla, with seasonal, 

fresh flavours to the table. 

 

CIRCOLO 

An authentic Italian restaurant located in the new AlJadidah district, bustling with art and activities. 

Nestled on the edge of the AlUla Oasis Trail, the restaurant enjoys peaceful scenery of the valley with the 

mountains in the background. Open for lunch and dinner, Circolo serves a delicious menu, from carefully 

crafted small plates to artisan pizza fresh from the wood-fired oven, and more. Using local ingredients, 

the menu boasts citrus risotto and fried goat cheese salad with a blood orange dressing. Dine on black 

pasta lobster, or veal Milanese. The AlUla Oasis Trail is easily accessible from the restaurant.  

 

SOMEWHERE 

A farm-to-table concept situated in AlUla’s new AlJadidah district. The farm can host 200 people were 

families and children can enjoy a day out in the cool shade of the verdant palm trees. The beautiful outdoor 

seating restaurant serves modern dishes fused with authentic Mediterranean flavours. 

 

SALT 

SALT is taking its food truck inspired menu off-roading and parking its latest branch in front of AlUla’s 

iconic Elephant Rock. For Juicy burgers and rich shakes SALT is the place. Open into the night, grab a table 

and enjoy SALT’s most spectacular view: Elephant Rock. 

 

AlUla Moments returns for a second season 

 

After a highly successful first AlUla Moments season, AlUla is delighted to have already started its 

2022/2023 season earlier this year.  

 

The destination has already hosted Azimuth, a world-class 3-day celebration of music, art, and food which 

was set in a special desert location over the Saudi National Day Weekend (September 23rd). This was 

followed by the second AlUla Wellness Festival, which took place at the stunning Five Senses Sanctuary – 

a purpose built spa, fitness and wellness retreat which brought together the world’s best practitioners 

with local talent to create the Kingdom’s most significant offering of experiences for the mind, body and 

soul. It has also already hosted AlUla on Wheels, curated by Swizz Beatz, which consisted on 17 days of 

skating, dancing and exploring the old-school, open-air roller rink in AlJadidah. 

 

Still to take place this year, upcoming AlUla Moments events include: 

 

 Ancient Kingdoms Festival (11 November – 27 November) aims to dive into the past and discover 

ancient traditions, customs, arts and food and live timeless experiences. The festival will focus on 



 

three interconnected, historic oases: AlUla, Khaybar and Tayma. The event will explore the history 

of these cities, showing how they served as crossroads for explorers, artisans and intellectuals for 

millennia. The Ancient Kingdoms Festival will also offer a series of exciting music, arts and outdoor 

events at the key heritage sites of AlUla – including the popular Hegra After Dark. 

 

 Winter at Tantora (21 December to the 21 January). The annual music and culture festival continues 

to grow as AlUla Moments signature festival offers the best of the best in eclectic, surprising and 

ground-breaking events that showcase the destination in new and exciting ways. This year’s 

experiences include innovative dining, high fashion, immersive arts, outdoor theatre and more. 

 

 

-Ends- 

 

For media enquiries, please contact Claire Stokes, Enrique Martin and Itziar Urra 

alulaukpr@fourcommunications.com / 0203 697 4200 

 

About AlUla 

Located 1,100 km from Riyadh, in North-West Saudi Arabia, AlUla is a place of extraordinary natural and 

human heritage. The vast area, covering 22,561km², includes a lush oasis valley, towering sandstone 

mountains and ancient cultural heritage sites dating back thousands of years to when the Lihyan and 

Nabataean kingdoms reigned. 

 

The most well-known and recognised site in AlUla is Hegra, Saudi Arabia’s first UNESCO World Heritage 

Site. A 52-hectare ancient city, Hegra was the principal southern city of the Nabataean Kingdom and is 

comprised of more than 100 well preserved tombs with elaborate facades cut out of the sandstone outcrops 

surrounding the walled urban settlement. 

 

About Royal Commission for AlUla 

The Royal Commission for AlUla (RCU) was established by royal decree in July 2017 to protect and safeguard 

AlUla, a region of outstanding natural and cultural significance in North-West Saudi Arabia. RCU is 

embarking on a long-term plan to develop and deliver a sensitive, sustainable transformation of the region, 

reaffirming it as one of the country's most important archaeological and cultural destinations and preparing 

it to welcome visitors from around the world. RCU’s development work in AlUla encompasses a broad range 

of initiatives across archaeology, tourism, culture, education and the arts, reflecting the ambitious 

commitment to cultivate tourism and leisure in Saudi Arabia, outlined in Vision 2030. 

 

mailto:alulaukpr@fourcommunications.com

